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Workshop Summary

A coalition of human rights groups were pleased to present a workshop for social justice
organizations interested in documenting human rights violations in the United States.

The workshop:

e Provided an overview of international human rights treaties that prohibit racial
discrimination, prohibit torture and inhuman treatment, and protect civil and
political rights;
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o Explained the United Nations treaty system and UN mechanisms for ensuring
compliance with human rights treaties;

e Taught participants how to draft or provide information for “shadow reports” that
document U.S. failure to comply with human rights treaties;

e Trained participants in how to lobby relevant UN Committees to hold the U.S.
accountable for human rights violations;

e Suggested concrete strategies for using shadow reports as part of a broader
advocacy campaign to advance specific social justice goals.

The shadow reporting process is an effective tool for raising public awareness about
particular human rights abuses and demanding accountability. The timing of the
workshop was particularly crucial because United Nations human rights treaty bodies
are expected to consider the United States’ compliance with key human rights treaties
within the next year, and will rely on shadow reports submitted by U.S-based
organizations. Involving more organizations in the shadow reporting process will
increase the pressure on the United States government to comply with its treaty
obligations both at home and abroad and to stop violating human rights. The workshop
was an opportunity to join part of the growing movement to increase U.S. accountability
for human rights abuses.
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